NoWAL Digitisation Project

Summary Report for NoWAL Board Meeting 
January 2010
Progress October 2009 – January 2010

· Two exchange of experience events delivered

· Marketing materials completed (a set of six posters to target academics and students)
· Digitisation knowledge base created and hosted from the NoWAL website
· Three digitisation course planned and advertised for February and March 2010
· Investigation into e-book readers in relation to teaching and learning from agreed at October Board Meeting for second phase of the project (January to March 2010)
· Steering Group meeting in November 2009
Digitisation Knowledge Base
A digitisation section has been created on the NoWAL site. Content includes:

· Case Studies
· Copyright
· Digitisation Life Cycle
· Digitisation Projects and Resources
· Digitisation Service Providers
· Licences
· Presentations
· Project Documents
· Promotion and Advocacy
· Sources of Information
· Staff Development
Feedback on this information has been invited from NoWAL colleagues. The aim of the knowledge base is not to provide complete answers but to guide staff to resources, information, projects that can help in decision making, service planning and processes. Information will continue to be added to this knowledge base in order to keep it up to date and relevant, suggestions from NoWAL colleagues on content is encouraged.
Courses
Courses will be delivered by Stephanie Taylor from Critical Eye Communications. 

The cost of these will be subsidised by the project in order to encourage uptake. If there is demand to re-run the courses at a later date the cost will increase.

· Digital Copyright and Copyright and Web2.0

· The Keys to Successful Digitisation: Planning and Implementing

· The Keys to Successful Digitisation: Sustaining Digitisation Projects
Exchange of Experience Events
Digital Content Seminar – University of Salford

Digitisation Exchange of Experience – University of Liverpool

While the events did not establish any specific courses of action, they have been pivotal in facilitating cross institution discussion about digitisation and the associated issues and have been valuable in raising awareness of this growing area.
Next Steps February – April 2010

The investigation into the area of ebook readers and mobile technologies will take the form of:

· Desk research into ebook readers and mobile learning technologies

· An online survey to measure which mobile devices NoWAL institutions own and plans for using them

· Comparison of the ebook readers currently on the market and any associated case study on their use and functionality

· Evaluation and final report of the project
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