Comparison table of main features of EBSCO Discovery, Primo Central and Summon
	
	EBSCO Discovery
	PRIMO
	Summon

	Supported platforms
	
	
	

	Solaris
	n/a
	x
	n/a

	Linux
	n/a
	x
	n/a

	Windows
	n/a
	
	n/a

	
	
	
	

	Hosting/installation options
	
	
	

	Local installation
	
	x
	

	Hosted
	x
	x
	x

	
	
	
	

	Licence
	
	
	

	Proprietary
	x
	x
	x

	Open Source
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Features
	
	
	

	Central Index
	x
	x
	x

	Federated search
	x
	x
	

	Harvesting/indexing
	x
	x
	x

	Relevance ranking results
	x
	
	x

	User tagging
	
	
	

	User reviews
	
	
	

	Save search items (eShelf)
	x
	
	x – during the current session only, not retained

	Item availability indication (from catalogue)
	x
	
	x

	Ability to place holds
	via link to ‘native’ catalogue record
	
	via link to ‘native’ catalogue record

	Book covers displayed
	x
	x
	x

	Refine results by different categories
	x
	
	x

	Recommender service
	
	x
	x – crude, broad database recommendations

	Faceted display of results
	x
	x
	x

	API
	SOAP interface
	x
	x

	Supports mobile devices
	x
	x
	x

	‘Did you mean?’ suggestions
	x
	x
	x


This table is based on information on the site:
http://sites.google.com/site/urd2comparison/home
I am grateful to Terry Bucknell (University of Liverpool) and Michael Dunne (Lancaster University) for additional material.

